THE   MANORIAL  SYSTEM

a considerable number of these travelling from manor to manor.
The fact that their pay is poor and compaies badly with that
of an artisan suggests that there were plenty of them, and that
the thirteenth century was not so illiterate as has sometimes
been supposed.

Manorial Courts. A word 01 two must be said on the legal
arrangements of these communities. Every manor had its
court, and it is from their records that much of our knowledge
is drawn. At these courts all the civil affairs of the manor were
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decided, holdings passed to the hair or changed hands, the fines
and reliefs were paid, the services by which the land was held
recorded. Tenants were kept up to their dutks and fined for
neglecting them. The fines were part of the lord's revenm?.
The judgments weie decreed by the- assembled tenants, according
to the custom of the manor.

The. lord, however, might have criminal jurisdiction, in which
case IMS held a court twice a year, which superseded the Hundred
Court. Here all lessor ciimes were judged and punished, the
profits in fines going to tho lord. View of Hrankpledgo was tukew,
by which each man was responsible for the showing up and
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